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Course outlines

N.B. : These descriptions are different from those found on the Université Laval website. They have been
developed by the Grand Séminaire de I’Archidiocése de Montréal, with a specific focus on preparation for

the diaconal ministry.

Mary in the History of Salvation (THL-2179, 2 cr.)

Marial devotion is well presented in the life of our Christian communities.
This course presents the teaching of writings and the tradition of the Church
about the Virgin Mary. It also brings theological reflection on the expressions
of Marial piety and on the importance given to “private revelations”
concerning the Mother of God.

Christian Spiritualities (THL-1009, 3 cr.)

Today’s world is in search of spirituality. Can the Christian faith respond to
this search? This course leans on the structural elements of the Christian
spiritual experience. This disposes future deacons to become capable of
accompanying people in their spiritual journey.

Introduction to Theological Studies (THL-1060, 3 cr.)
What is theology? What are the different disciplines of this science? What is
its place in today’s world? The goal of this course is to answer these
questions.

Synoptic Gospels (THL-1010, 3 cr.)

The Sunday liturgy of the Catholic Church presents the texts of the gospels of
Matthew, Mark, and Luke to the faithful over a cyclic period of three years
(years A, B, and C). For the future deacon, it's important to know these three
synoptic gospels well to be able to proclaim the Word of God in a fruitful
manner.

Canon Law 1: Ecclesiastical Law (THL-2184, 2 cr.)

In a church where the fundamental law is that of love, there are still laws
which permit pastors and the faithful to well orient themselves, avoiding
dangerous and risky “improvisations”. This course is an initiation to the laws
of the Church, as described in the Code of Canon Law.

Liturgy and Theology of the Eucharist (THL-2174, 3

cr.)

The Eucharist is the source and the pinnacle of Christian life Vatican 1), and
deacons are its servants. This course studies the history, structure, and
constitutive elements of the celebration and cult of the eucharist



Jesus the Christ (THL-2061, 3 cr.)

Who is Jesus Christ? A clear answer to this question is essential for a future
deacon who answers a call to live with Christ, to proclaim and to serve him.
This course is an initiation to Christology.

The Bible and its World (THL-1011, 3 cr.)

This course is an introduction to Bible study. The goal is to help deacons in
their role as ministers of the Word of God.

Christian Ethics (THL-1062, 3 cr.)

What is good? What is evil? In a pluralistic society, Christians often find it
difficult to find a good answer to these fundamental questions. This course
focuses on Christian efforts in the world, on the light of reason made clear in
the Revelation of God in Jesus Christ.

The Sacraments of Salvation (THL-2067, 3 cr.)

The service of the liturgy and the sacraments is an integral part of the
diaconal ministry. This course consists of a general introduction to the seven
sacraments of the Church, with a specific study of the sacraments of
baptism, confirmation, reconciliation, and the anointing of the sick.

The Church (THL-2014, 3 cr.)

Can we believe in Jesus without belonging to a church? Many of our
contemporaries seem to believe we can. Deacons, by their insertion in the
world and by their ecclesiastical service, can help the men and women of
today to meet Christ, to follow the path of the Christian community and
engage in it. This course is a theological reflection on the mystery of the
Church.

Theology and Ministry of Marriage (THL-2365, 2 cr.)

Deacons are often called to preside over marriages and to prepare couples.
From his personal experience of the reality of marriage, the deacon is called
to understand this sacrament of the Church, its goals, its values and its
challenges, in order to become a guide for couples and the families of today.
This is the objective of this course on the ministry and theology of marriage

Total : 33 crédits

N.B. : The regular length of a certificate completed with Université Laval is 30 credits. In this case, planned in partnership with the Archdiocese of Montreal's
permanent diaconate, the total number of credits to be completed is 33. Certain subjects have been deemed necessary for the candidate's training.
If you are a candidate for another diocese, the 33-credit requirement does not apply.



